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A. Background 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is launching the Atomic Technologies Licensed for 

Applications at Sea (ATLAS) initiative to support the safe, secure and peaceful deployment of nuclear 

applications in the maritime domain. As global efforts to innovate  within the maritime sector accelerate, 

nuclear technologies — including civil nuclear-powered ships and floating nuclear power plants 

(FNPPs) are increasingly being considered as viable solutions for providing high speed maritime 

transport without constant refueling, electricity generation and coastal applications. 

While these technologies have existed for decades, recent advances in small modular reactors (SMRs) 

and growing demand for energy-dense solutions have renewed interest in their maritime deployment. 

However, their implementation raises complex legal, regulatory, safety, security, safeguards, and 

liability challenges that require coordinated international action. Through ATLAS, the IAEA and its 

Member States will develop a comprehensive framework that facilitates harmonized approaches and 

supports safe and efficient deployment of nuclear technologies at sea.  

B. Purpose and Objectives 

The ATLAS Launch Event will serve as the high-level official kick-off of the initiative, providing 

political visibility and endorsement while engaging technical stakeholders to shape its future direction. 

The event will formally introduce the ATLAS vision, structure and initial work plan, while fostering 

dialogue among Member States and key stakeholders on the opportunities and challenges associated 

with nuclear applications at sea. 

C. Themes and Topics 

The scope of the Launch Event will cover, but is not limited to, strategic perspectives on the deployment 

of civil nuclear-powered ships and FNPPs and the importance of international cooperation between 

nuclear and maritime communities. Discussions will focus on technological developments in civil 

nuclear-powered ships and FNPPs, including SMRs, as well as legal, regulatory and policy challenges 

associated with their deployment in maritime environments. Additional topics will include the 

harmonization of international standards, nuclear safety, nuclear security and safeguards across the 

lifecycle of these technologies, liability and classification considerations, infrastructure and fuel cycle 

aspects, including radioactive waste management, public perception and stakeholder engagement, and 

the development and refinement of the ATLAS Project Groups. 

D. Structure 

The ATLAS launch will be a two-day event (26-27 August). In addition, a U.S. industry showcase 

organized by the US Department of Energy will take place on 25 August, followed by a welcome 

reception that evening. 

Day one will begin with a Ministerial high-level opening session in the morning, featuring keynote 

addresses by the IAEA Director General and the Secretary of Energy of the United States of America, 

followed by statements from the Ministers of the participating IAEA Member States.  
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In the afternoon of day one, there will be a series of panel discussions on multiple topics related to 

maritime applications of nuclear technologies.  

On day two, IAEA will lead a technical plenary session to discuss the proposed activities of ATLAS 

and its Project Groups and gather feedback from regulatory bodies, industry, shipping companies, 

classification societies and other key stakeholders. 

Also, on day two, invited heads of delegations will have an opportunity to participate in a high-level 

tour of the NS Savannah, the first nuclear powered merchant ship. 

E. Expected Outcomes 

The ATLAS Launch Event is expected to establish strong momentum and visibility for the initiative by 

securing high-level political endorsement and fostering engagement across the nuclear and maritime 

sectors.  

The Event will provide a platform to present the proposed ATLAS Project Groups and to obtain targeted 

feedback on their scope, relevance, composition, and future efforts. Participants’ input on the proposed 

areas of work will directly inform the refinement of these groups and support the development of a 

balanced and results-driven framework for ATLAS implementation. 

The discussions are expected to deliver a shared understanding and validation of priority actions related 

to legal and regulatory frameworks, safety, security, safeguards and liability, while strengthening 

collaboration between the nuclear and maritime sectors. 

The event is also expected to enhance alignment between nuclear and maritime stakeholders by 

identifying key challenges, gaps and areas requiring harmonization. Collectively, this will underpin the 

development of a clear, actionable and broadly supported roadmap for ATLAS. 

F. Target Audience 

The Launch is a Ministerial-Level event for senior government officials. Senior leaders from nuclear 

and maritime regulators, industry leaders and technical experts, as well as representatives from 

international organizations, shipping companies, nuclear technology developers, classification societies 

and other relevant stakeholders are encouraged to attend. 

G. Participation and Registration 

All persons wishing to participate in the event have to be designated as part of a delegation of a Member 

State or an invited organization. 

Registration of Delegations 

Designated focal points for online registration shall register their delegation through the InTouch+ 

online portal, accessible through the following link https://intouchplus.iaea.org/  

https://intouchplus.iaea.org/
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Registration should be completed by 17 August 2026 under EVT2602102. 

 

H. Working Language 

The working language of the launch event will be English. All communications must be sent to the 

IAEA in English. Simultaneous interpretation into the six official languages of the United Nations 

(Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish) will be provided during the high-level opening 

session. 

I. Venue and Accommodation 

The Event will be held in Washington, D.C., United States of America. Please note that the IAEA is not 

in a position to assist participants with hotel bookings, nor can the IAEA assume responsibility for 

paying cancellation fees or for re-booking and no shows. 

Detailed information on accommodation and other administrative details will be made available on the 

conference web page prior to the start of the event 

J. Visa 

Designated participants who require a visa to enter the United States of America should submit the 

necessary application to the nearest diplomatic or consular representative of the United States of 

America as soon as possible. Further advice and instructions will be made available on the conference 

web page. 

K. High Level Forum Secretariat 

General Postal Address and Contact Details of the IAEA 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Vienna International Centre 

PO Box 100 

1400 VIENNA 

AUSTRIA 

Tel.: +43 1 2600 

Fax: +43 1 2600 2007 

Email: Official.Mail@iaea.org 

 

IAEA Scientific Secretary: 

mailto:official.mail@iaea.org
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Mr Brett RINI 

Division of Nuclear Installation Safety 

Department of Nuclear Safety and Security 

Tel.: +43 1 2600 26552 

Email: ATLAS@iaea.org 

 

  

IAEA Administration and Organization: 

Ms Martina NEUHOLD 

Conference Services Section 

Division of Conference and Document Services 

Department of Management 

EVT2602102 

Tel: +43 1 2600 21314 

Email: ATLAS-event@iaea.org 

 

L. Launch Event web page 

Please visit the following web page regularly for new information regarding this conference: Error! 

Hyperlink reference not valid. 

 

mailto:ATLAS-event@iaea.org

